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PROGRAM INFORMATION

The ultimate goal of the 4-H Dog Program is not the training of dogs, but rather the training of young people to
reach their potential and become responsible citizens. The dog is used as a medium for this training. In the
process of working with their pet, a youth will meet challenges, responsibilities, successes and failures which may
help him or her grow and mature as a person.

The 4-H Dog Program is open to any boy or girl between the ages of 5 and 19. Five, six, seven, and eight year old
members can participate in the many non-dog handling activities 4-H offers. A member must be nine years of age
(as of January 1) to participate in dog handling activities such as training classes and shows. The 4-H year runs
from October 1 through September 30.

The 4-H volunteer leader is a very important aspect of the program. Volunteer leaders have a unigue position that
allows them to assist in the development of youth. These youth will look to you as the expert and for evaluation of
their progress.

There is a wide range in the economic and personal background of youth in the 4-H program. Some youth are
blessed with a suitable pet and interested and informed parents. Other youth may have an unsuitable or very
difficult dog for training or parents who care very little about their development or success in the program. Youth
who are having difficulty in training their dog will need encouragement from their leader. Try to be sensitive to
their problems and assist as best you can.

Dogs must be owned by the 4-H member or by a member of his or her immediate family. An exception will be
allowed where the 4-H member is training a non-family owned dog and a written statement to this effect is
submitted by the 4-H leader to the 4-H Office by the child's first show with that animal. Dogs entered in 4-H dog
shows must be project dogs that the exhibitor has been working with for a minimum of six weeks before that
member first shows that dog. Clubs may restrict the number of dogs each member uses as a 4-H project.

Announcement of all 4-H dog shows will be made through the Erie County 4-H News
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IRULES AND REGULATIONS|

It is the responsibility of each leader, parent and exhibitor to ensure that each dog is trained and/or
groomed exclusively by the 4-H'er exhibiting that dog.

1.

10.

All dogs MUST have an up to date rabies certificate and license. Copies of these documents are required at
any 4-H dog show and must be readily available at all 4-H dog program events (training classes, club
meetings, etc.).

It is required that copies of rabies certificate and license be submitted with fair entry form for both the Erie
County and New York State Fair 4-H Dog Shows

It is recommended that you have your dogs immunized (as appropriate to their age) against distemper,
hepatitis, leptospirosis and parvovirus yearly. Bordetella and parainfluenza virus vaccines are also
recommended annually for show dogs. Exhibitors should consult their veterinarian for further information
about these vaccines as well as internal and external parasite control programs.

Dogs displaying uncontrollable aggression toward another dog OR individuals displaying inhumane
behavior toward a dog will be evaluated by the Show Superintendent at the time of incident:

a. First offense — the handler/individual will be given a warning and suggestions on how to correct the
behavior.
b. Second offense — the dog/handler/individual will be asked to leave.

Exhibitors are responsible for their own dogs and must immediately clean up after their dogs. Failure to
observe these regulations will result in immediate disciplinary action

If a dog deficates or eliminates in an obedience ring, they will lose 30 points.
A bitch in season must not be brought to any training class or show.

All dogs should be at least 6 months of age.

Dog leashes for Beginner on lead exercises are to be 6 feet in length.

Intact clothing must be neat, clean & properly fitting with no rips or tears. Sleeved shirts (including t-shirts)
are required for all classes. No cutoffs, mid-drifts, minis, open toed shoes or obscene logos/language on
attire. Skirts and dresses must be of an appropriate length, not higher than 3 inches above the top of the
kneecap. In addition: Agility — must wear sneakers or rubber soled shoes, co cleats. Dress shorts may be
worn but must be no higher than 3 inches above the kneecap. Obedience — no blue jeans. Blue jeans are
acceptable for 4-Person and Drill Teams.

The performance of the 4-H'ers and their dogs will be scored according to standard score sheets. In general,
American Kennel Club (AKC) rules will be used for obedience class evaluation. However, mixed parentage
dogs are welcome.

No food/bait is allowed in the ring during obedience, agility, or rally classes, whether in a pocket or
exposed.

The Danish system will be used for awards (blue, red, and white ribbons). Order of presentation: Good (red
ribbon) and Worthy (white ribbon) awards distributed in random order followed by Excellent (blue ribbon)
awards ranked in reverse order (last blue to first blue).
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11. Limping or injured dogs may be excused, at the judge's discretion.

12. Exhibitors are encouraged to enter higher class levels than their qualifications. In no case may an exhibitor
enter a lower class level. It is the responsibility of the exhibitor’s leader and/or parent/guardian to ensure
this.

13. All judges’ decisions are final. No score changes will be made, except mathematical errors that are reported
promptly. No changes will be made once the show is concluded. All questions should be directed to the
show superintended.

14. An entire class will be evaluated by only one judge.

15. All members participating in any 4-H dog show (club, county fair & state fair) MUST attend the Mandatory
Dog Program Educational Meeting held prior to the dog show season. Failure to do so will result in not
being eligible to show at any 4-H dog show for that season.

16. Members may participate in other county 4-H club shows (excluding county fair shows) and have those
points count towards Erie County state fair qualifying. For this to occur members MUST submit the
following to the 4-H office by July 15™

o Certificate of Points Form on page 13 of this program. Form must be completed and signed by a
show representative.
e Score sheet(s) from show.

17. All Erie County club shows and qualifier events (excluding county fair show) are open to any New York
State 4-H member.

INDIVIDUAL CLASSES|

NOTE: No dog may compete in more than one of the following classes: Beginner A, Beginner B, Graduate
Beginner A, Graduate Beginner B, Novice A, Novice B, Graduate Novice and Pre-Open. An individual can
compete at one level only with each dog. In no obedience class (except Brace, 4-Person Team, Drill Team) may
the champion(s) compete with the same dog(s) in future years.

Obedience classes should be entered based on the dog/handler's level of training.

In obedience, a dog should move to the next training level in the following 4-H year, if the dog has a qualifying
score in at least three dog shows that use 4-H Dog Show guidelines including club shows, state qualifying events,
and county fair show. She/he must move to the next level if the dog is chosen for State Fair with a qualifying score.
A qualifying score is defined as an excellent score under the ribbons/scores section. Exceptions are possible for
unusual circumstances.

Special Classes

Service Dog Class This class is only for those dogs currently being raised by 4-H members for an organization
that provides dogs to aid the handicapped (e.g., Guiding Eyes for the Blind, Hearing Dogs, etc.). It is intended
as a way to inform the public of this important aspect of the 4-H Dog Program. Dogs will be evaluated on their
appearance (grooming) and simple obedience appropriate to their age and service. Entry MUST include the
name of the organization for which the dog is being used. Service Dogs are allowed to wear identification
(blanket, collar, etc.) appropriate to their sponsoring organization.. Any dog that is released from a service dog
program is no longer eligible for this class. Dogs entered in this class cannot also participate in any other
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obedience class except Drill Team Class. Members participating in the Service Dog Class should prepare a
brief statement to be shared at the dog show at the fair about their Service Dog Why did you decide to do this
project, what has it taught you, your goals and achievements, and a little about the organization you are
working with.

OBEDIENCE CLASSES

Regular Classes

Pre-Obedience (Head Halter Class), For Exhibition Only — For 4-H members showing for the first time.
Exercises identical to those in the Beginner A class with a maximum possible score of 160 points. All dogs in
this class will perform on a head halter and lead.

Beginner A - For 4-H'ers who have not previously trained a dog. The dogs in this class must not have
graduated beyond the Beginner level. All exercises (Heel on Leash and Figure 8; Stand for Examination;
Recall; Long Sit, 1 minute; Long Down, 3 minutes) will be performed with the dog on lead. The maximum
possible score is 160 points. Dogs entered in this class can not also participate in Agility, Brace or 4-Person
Team.

Beginner B - For 4-H'ers who have previously trained a dog in Beginner or more advanced levels of obedience.
Dogs must not have graduated beyond the Beginner level. Exercises and maximum possible points are the same
as in Beginner A. Dogs entered in this class can not also participate in Agility, Brace or 4-Person Team.

Graduate Beginner A - For 4-H'ers who have not previously trained a dog beyond the Graduate Beginner level.
Dogs must not have graduated beyond the Graduate Beginner level. Exercises and maximum possible points are
the same as in the Beginner A and B classes EXCEPT that the Stand for Examination, Recall, Long Sit and
Long Down exercises are done with the dog OFF LEASH.

Graduate Beginner B - For 4-H'ers who have previously trained a dog in graduate beginner or more advanced
levels of obedience. Dogs must not have graduated beyond the Graduate Beginner level. Exercises and
maximum possible points are the same as in Graduate Beginner A.

Novice A - For 4-H'ers and dogs who have completed a Novice course of instruction but have not graduated
beyond this level. Dogs must not have completed their AKC Companion Dog (CD) title (or the equivalent -
UKC U-CD, All-American CD, Club CD, CKC CD, etc.) unless the CD was earned within 60 days of the show.
Other than the Heel On Leash and Figure 8, all exercises will be performed with the dog off lead (Stand for
Examination; Heel Off Leash; Recall; Long Sit, 1 minute; Long Down, 3 minutes). Maximum possible score
will be 200 points.

Novice B — Exercises will be the same as Novice A. Exhibitors can participate in this class more than once.
Open to any handler and dog at the Novice Level but not ready for Graduate Novice.

Graduate Novice - For 4-H'ers and dogs who have not graduated beyond the Graduate Novice level of
obedience. Dogs may have earned a CD title but not a Companion Dog Excellence (CDX) title (or the
equivalent). Other than the Heel On Leash, all exercises will be performed with the dog off leash (Stand for
Examination; Heel Free and Figure 8; Drop on Recall; Long Sit, Handlers Out of Sight, 3 minutes; Long Down,
Handlers Out of Sight, 5 minutes). Maximum possible score will be 200 points. Open to any handler and dog
beyond the Novice Level but not ready for Pre-Open.

Pre-Open — Dogs may not have earned a CDX or equivalent title, unless the title was earned within 60 days of

the show. The exercises are: Open Heel Free, Graduate Novice Moving Stand, Moving Drop on Recall,
Dumbbell Recall, Recall Over Broad Jump and Long Down. The maximum possible score is 200 points. Open
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to any handler and dog beyond the Novice level but not ready for open class (due to training and/or physical
ability of dog).

Open A - For 4-H'ers and dogs who have not graduated beyond the Open level of obedience. Dogs may have
earned a CD degree but not a CDX, unless the CDX was earned within 60 days of the show. ALL exercises will
be performed with the dog off leash (Heel Free and Figure 8; Drop on Recall; Retrieve on Flat; Retrieve Over
High Jump; Broad Jump; Long Sit, Handlers Out of Sight, 3 minutes; Long Down, Handlers Out of Sight, 5
minutes). Maximum possible score will be 200 points.

Open B - Dogs who have received their CDX but are not ready to enter Utility may participate in Open B. All
exercises are the same as Class No. 11 Open A.  With special permission from the 4-H Dog Show
Superintendent, dogs may repeat in this class regardless of point score or ribbon placing in the Open class at
previous State Fair shows.

Utility - For 4-H'ers and dogs who have not earned a Utility Dog (UD) title or the equivalent, unless this title
has been completed within 60 days of the show. ALL exercises will be performed with the dog off leash (Signal
Exercise; Scent Discrimination, one metal article, one leather article; Directed Retrieve; Moving Stand and
Examination; Directed Jumping). Maximum possible score will be 200 points. Dogs may repeat in this class
regardless of point score or ribbon placing in the Utility class at previous State Fair shows. With special
permission from the 4-H Dog Show Superintendent, 4-H'ers with dogs that have earned a UD may participate in
the Utility class FOR EXHIBITION ONLY (FEO).

Non-Reqular Classes

Brace - For ONE 4-H'er with TWO dogs, at least one of the dogs being owned by the 4-H'er handling the Brace.
The two dogs may be different breeds. Exercises will be performed as in Graduate Beginner (with 160 points
maximum for the Heel On Leash and Figure 8, and 60 points each maximum for the Stand for Examination,
Recall, Long Sit and Long Down). Maximum possible score will be 400 points. 4-H'ers and dogs who have
participated in this class in previous years may repeat as long as they qualify at the county level. Beginner A
and B Obedience dogs are not eligible for Brace; dogs must be working at the Graduate Beginner Level. The
same two dogs, as a brace, may not be shown twice.

Four-Person Team - Teams will consist of four 4-H'ers with their four dogs simultaneously performing
Graduate Beginner exercises (with 240 points maximum for the Heel On Leash, 80 points maximum for the
Figure 8 and 120 points each maximum for the Stand for Examination, Recall, Long Sit and Long Down). The
Figure 8 will require the use of 5 stewards as "posts”. Once lined up for the Recall, the judge will instruct the 4-
H'ers to leave their dogs (all four handlers leave as a group). Starting from the judge's left and working to the
right, each 4-H'er will call their dog individually. Once all four dogs have been called, the judge will instruct
the handlers to finish their dogs (as a group). Maximum possible score will be 800 points. 4-H'ers and dogs
who have participated in this class in previous years may repeat as long as they qualify at the county level. Only
one entry per handler/dog combination. Beginner A and B obedience dogs not eligible for 4-Person Team.

Dogs must be working at the Graduate Beginner Level.

Drill Team - Each team will consist of 8 or more dogs and their trainers (4-H'ers) who will perform a detailed
drill of their own design. If a county does not have at least 8 dogs, they may join with another county to make a
team. Trainers may wish to dress alike and perform to music. Live music is permitted. No adult may enter the
arena with the Drill Team. Vocal or whistle commands are permitted, but they must be given by a member of
the Drill Team.

Dogs may be dressed to add further color. The drill should be at least five but not exceed eight minutes in
length. Points will be deducted if these limits are not met (Loss of 1 point for each 15 seconds over or under
these limits, an additional 5 points off for an over 60 second deviation). The team will be scored according to
the "Drill Team Score Sheet".



If a dog deficates or eliminates in the ring during the Drill Team, they will lose 15 points per occurrence.

DRILL TEAM SCORE CARD

POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION:

Appearance-uniformity, neatness, appropriateness 10
Appropriateness of musical accompaniment 5
Difficulty of the routine 15
Handling 15
Obedience - attentiveness to the aims of dog obedience 20
Originality 15
Precision 20
Total 100

IGROOMING AND HANDLING CLASSES

**REIMINDER**: It is required and expected that all grooming at shows be done by 4-H members
only.

Grooming and Handling A - For 4-H'ers who are competing for the first time in Grooming and Handling at
State Fair, unless the Handler has gualified for the Open Class of Junior Showmanship at an AKC Show.

Grooming and Handling B - For 4-H'ers who have previously competed in Grooming and Handling at State
Fair.

Grooming and Handling C - For 4-H'ers who have previously been a Grooming and Handling B Champion
and/or have qualified for the Open Class of Junior Showmanship at an AKC show (or the equivalent), even if it is

their first year.

General Guidelines for Grooming and Handling Classes:

The appearance of the animal (Grooming) will account for 45 points and the showing (Handling) of the animal
will account for 45 points. Knowledge of handler (appropriate to class level) will account for 10 points.
Maximum possible score will be 100 points. Ties are broken based upon knowledge of handler.

If a dog deficates or eliminates in the ring during Grooming and Handling, they will lose 15 points per
occurrence.

Discriminating use of bait (food, toy, etc.) will be allowed in Grooming and Handling classes but is not
mandatory. Inappropriate baiting will be severely penalized.

Dogs must be shown by the 4-H member who did the grooming.

The same dog may not be shown twice.



Gaiting Patterns - Dogs should be moved at a trot.

How smoothly a pattern is performed is more important than the actual mechanics of it (i.e., which hand
switched where). 4-H'ers should strive to keep their dogs between themselves and the judge where possible.

4-H'ers in all divisions (A,B,C) will be expected to be able to gait their dog in a circle, a triangle and in a
straight line. The straight line may be on a diagonal of the ring or parallel to a side of the ring (e.g., judge may
ask handler to gait their dog "straight up and back").

4-H'ers in Grooming and Handling divisions B and C will additionally be expected to be able to gait their dogs
in an L pattern and also in a straight line paired with another 4-H'er and his/her dog.

In any division (A,B,C), the judge will ask the 4-H'ers questions about their dogs. In the A division, basic
guestions such as "How old is your dog?", "What breed/breeds is your dog?", etc. may be asked to familiarize
the 4-H'er with being asked a question and responding. In the B division, more difficult questions may be asked
(e.q., parts of the dog, breed specific questions, etc.).

IAGILITY CLASSES

RULES:

1. Ingeneral, American Kennel Club (AKC) rules will be used for Agility class evaluation. However, mixed
parentage dogs are welcome.

2. All dogs MUST be working at the Graduate Beginner level to be training/working/showing in Agility.
Beginner A & B obedience dogs are not eligible. Dogs not entered in an obedience class may be asked to
perform an off lead recall to show that they belong in Agility.

3. Dogs must be at least 12 months old.

4. Either no collar or flat buckle collars but no hanging tags or attachments.

5. Handlers shall be allowed to bring their dog to the start line on leash. Handlers shall comply with the
judges’ instructions for being ready to start their run, having their dog off leash and under control in a

timely manner.

6. Food and toys are not permitted in course area and handlers are not permitted to use whistles or other
instruments or devices.

7. Handlers will be excused by the judge/superintendent for inappropriate actions including training devices.

8. Handlers in all classes will be allowed one ten minute walk through of the course, without a dog, prior to the
start of the class.

9. A handler may be asked to leave the ring at any time at the judges/superintendents discretion.
10. Handlers are responsible for entering the proper height divisions. Dogs height to be measured at the
withers. Dogs that run in a height division lower than their proper division will be eliminated. Judges

reserve the right to measure any dog they believe might belong in a different division.

11. If a dog deficates or eliminates in the ring during Agility, they will lose 15 points per occurrence.



SCORING:

1. Course Time Deductions will be made as follows:

Pre-Novice & Novice: One point deduction for every second over course time rounding down to whole
numbers.

Open: Two point deduction for every second over course time rounding down to whole numbers.

A handler will be asked to leave the course if their time exceeds two times the standard course time. A
whistle will not be used.

2. Refusals/Runouts: As defined by AKC, will result in a 5-point deduction for each occurrence.

3. Wrong

Course: As defined by AKC, will result in a 5-point deduction for each occurrence.

4. Pause Table Faults: As defined by AKC, will result in a 2-point deduction for each occurrence.

5. Outside Assistance: As defined by AKC, will result in a 2-point deduction to elimination at the judges’
discretion.

6. Mandatory Elimination: As defined by AKC, will result in a 10-point deduction for each occurrence.

7. Mandatory Excusals: As defined by AKC, will result in a score of zero. (i.e. a dog that leaves the course
area and discontinues working.)

8. Ifadog

scores below 71, they will receive a white ribbon and their score sheet will indicate NQ rather than

a number score.

CLASSES:

Agility (Pre-Novice) — A ten obstacle course that is straight forward using non-winged jumps, pipe tunnel, low
A-frame™*, tire jJump, table and dog walk. There will be two jump heights offered, 8” for smaller dogs and 16”
for larger dogs. Any dog that received a Blue placing must move to the next level.

Agility (Novice) - Any dog that received a Blue placing must move to the next level.

At least 12 -

A.

13 obstacles must be used in the Novice class, consisting of the following:
Obstacles:

A-Frame Pause Table

Dog Walk Open Tunnel

Seesaw Closed Tunnel

Jumps:

Circle/Tire (or window)

Broad Jump

Solid wall vertical (AKC high jump)
Double over jump
Two additional jumps except the triple bar and single bar jumps



Agility (Open) - For dogs who have received a blue award in the Novice Level. Weave poles and additional
obstacles may be added. Dogs who have received a blue ribbon in this class may compete FEO (this will not
count as 1 of the 2 entries per county).

*- between 4’ and 4’6”.

IRALLY OBEDIENCE|

RULES:

1. The Association of Pet Dog Trainers (APDT) rules will generally be followed (not the Junior rules).
Youth should be familiar with both APDT and AKC signs and exercises. See www.apdt.com for more
details

2. All dogs shall be shown in a flat buckle, snap collar or plain harness.

3. Food will not be permitted in the ring.

4. A copy of the course will be posted at the announcers stand and a copy will be provided to each
competitor.

5. Competitors shall be provided with a 10-minute period to walk the course (without dogs) and ask the
judge questions.

6. There will be a maximum of 4 minutes per handler/dog team.

7. Dogs may be shown in only one level of Rally Obedience.

8. If adog defecates or eliminates in the ring during Rally, they will lose 15 points per occurance.
SCORING:
Shall generally follow AKC Guidelines.

CLASSES

Rally Level 1 — Course shall consist of 12-15 exercise stations plus a START & FINISH sign. This course is
open to dogs at all levels of Obedience. Level 1 will be performed on a leash. Dogs receiving Blue Ribbons
must move up to the next level. Dogs who have received a Rally Level 1 (R1) Title must move to level 2.

Rally Level 2 - Course shall consist of 12-15 exercise stations plus a START & FINISH sign. Level 2 course
shall be performed with the dog off leash. All dogs must be working at the Novice level to be
training/working/showing in this class. Dogs not entered in an obedience class may be asked to perform an off
leash exercise to show that they belong in Rally Level 2. Beginner & Graduate Beginner A & B Obedience
dogs are not eligible. Dogs who have received a Blue Ribbon may participate FEO with permission from the 4-
H Dog Show Superintendent.
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STATE FAIR QUALIFYING|

New York State Fair 4-H Dog Show entries must be submitted before the Erie County Fair. Entries
will be complete at a scheduled meeting after the last qualifying show. Qualifying exhibitors and
alternates will receive notification of this meeting. Members and parents will be expected to attend to
complete the entry, submit required copies of dog license and rabies certificate and receive state fair
tickets and important information about the state fair dog show. General information about the state
fair dog show may be obtained from the Erie County State Fair Representative.

The following system is used to determine state fair qualifiers and alternates.
OBEDIENCE and GROOMING & HANDLING CLASSES- State Fair entrants will be chosen by averaging

the scores for each handler/dog team in each class from the current year’s Erie County 4-H Dog Qualifying Shows
based on the number of qualifying shows offered:

Number of Qualifying Shows Offered Equation to Determine Average
1 The one score will be the average
2 The higher score will be the average
3 Sum of highest 2 scores/2
4 Sum of highest 2 scores/2
5 Sum of highest 3 scores/3

NOTE: For any qualifying show a member does not participate in a zero (0) will become that member’s score for
that show. Example: If there are 5 qualifying shows offered and a member participates in two shows with scores
of 150 and 145 that member’s scores for the other 3 shows become 0, 0, and 0. This member’s final average will

be: (150 + 145 + 0)/3 = 98.33.

In case of a tie, a question or questions will be asked about general dog care & knowledge from a previously
prepared sealed packet of questions and answers from the appropriate level PAWS curriculum by a previously
designated person chosen by the state fair representative. The handler/dog teams with the highest average in each
class will fill the openings for State Fair. Each handler/dog team must have at least one qualifying score, during
the current 4-H year, in order to be eligible to enter in the State Fair Dog Show. In the event a State Fair class is
still not filled, the next highest average in that class must have at least one Very Good (Red) score to be selected.

AGILITY and RALLY O CLASSES - State Fair entrants will be chosen from the member who has the single
highest score for each handler/dog team in each class at the qualifying event.
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SCORING

Ribbons will be awarded on the following basis:

Beginners and Graduate Beginners Novice, Graduate Novice, Open and Utility
Excellent (Blue)  145-160 Excellent (Blue) 170-200

Very Good (Red) 120-144 Very Good (Red) 150-169

Worthy (White) ~ 0-119 Worthy (White) 0-149

Brace 4-Person Team

Excellent (Blue)  340-400 Excellent (Blue) 680-800

Very Good (Red) 300-339 Very Good (Red) 600-679

Worthy (White)  0-299 Worthy (White) 0-599

Grooming and Handling & Agility
Excellent (Blue)  86-100

Very Good (Red) 71-85

Worthy (White)  0-70

To break a tied score, the heel-on-leash exercise will be used (without Figure 8).
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CERTIFICATE OF POINTS

Member Name:

Dog Name:

Date of Show:

Name of Host Club:

County:

Points Received

Showmanship | Obedience | Agility Rally Other

Show Representative Signature

Contact Phone Number:

Please attach copies of score sheets and send to:
Cornell Cooperative Extension — 4-H Youth Development
21 South Grove St. Suite 300
East Aurora, New York 14052

Must be submitted by July 15th,
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